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who were commissioned from Ava to ascertain the CHAP.XXVI,
terms of peace* They were informed that the terms
tendered before the capture of Melloon were quite
open for acceptance, and that with respect to the
pecuniary indemnification, the army would retire to
llangoon on the payment of twenty-five lacs of
rupees, and would evacuate the Burmese territory
upon the discharge of a second instalment of the
same amount. With this answer the delegates re-
turned.
Upon the 8th of February it was ascertained that A.D.1826.
the enemy wore about five miles in advance on the
road to the city of Pagahm, and on the 9th the
British columns moved forward to attack. The
Burmese anny was commanded by a person named
Ta-ya-soo-zang, who had represented to the king of
Ava that the previous successes of the English were
owing solely to the incompetence of the generals by
whom they had been opposed; and that, if ,an ade-
quate force were placed at his command, he would
speedily drive the invaders out of the country. The
wishes of the sovereign ensuring belief to these re-
presentations, the army was reinforced by a new
levy of several thousands, and the adviser of the
measure invested by the royal grace with the title
of Nawung Thuring (Prince of Sunset), was sent to
supersede the general previously in command of
the army* The chief thus honoured was, on the
9th of February, at the head of about eighteen
thousand men; the British force opposed to him on
that day fell short of two thousand. The newly-